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Huntington Beach: Pre-Site

Content Area:
Social Studies

Grade Level:
5

Time to Complete:
45 minutes

Title of Program:
Atalaya: Voices of the Past

South Carolina State Standards Addressed
Social Studies, United States Studies: 1865
to Present

Standard 5-4: The student will demon-
strate an understanding of the economic
boom-and-bust in America in the 1920s
and 1930s, its resultant political insta-
bility and the subsequent worldwide
response.

Indicators:

5-4.2 - Summarize the stock market
crash of 1929 and the Great Depres-
sion, including economic weakness,
unemployment, failed banks and busi-
nesses, and migration from rural areas.

5-4.3 - Explain the immediate and last-
ing effect on American workers caused
by innovations of the New Deal, includ-
ing the Social Security Act, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the
Civilian Conservation Corps.

Language Arts

5-C1.5 - Demonstrate the ability to give
brief presentations, demonstrations, and
oral reports.

5-C1.8 - Demonstrate the ability to use
visual aids, props, and technology to
support and extend his or her meaning
and enhance his or her oral presenta-
tions.

5-C1.12 - Demonstrate the ability to
conduct interviews and to participate in
reading and writing conferences.

Program Description

In the initial lesson, students will become
familiar with the Great Depression. They
will read selected passages from the book
Heaven is a Beautiful Place by Genevieve
Peterkin. This autobiography chronicles
one woman's experiences growing up in
Murrells Inlet during the Great Depression,
as well as the impact that philanthropists
Archer and Anna Hyatt Huntington had on
the local community with their construction
of Atalaya and Brookgreen Gardens.

Students will become familiar with the con-
cept of oral history, and learn to use tools,
such as digital voice recorders and digital
cameras, that are used today to gather oral
histories.

Focus Questions
What was the Great Depression?

What caused the Great Depression?

Why are oral histories valuable to histori-
ans?

How are oral histories collected?



Materials/Resources
Materials for pre-site activities are included
in the traveling trunk.

Each group should get:
* digital voice recorder with built-in
digital camera
* copy of book Heaven is a Beautiful
Place by Genevieve Peterkin
* paper and pencil

Teacher Preparation

Review digital recorder operating directions
for familiarity prior to disseminating them
to your students. Complete this pre-site
activity prior to the field trip.

Complete the “Recording Oral History”
pre-site activity prior to the field trip.
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Recording Oral History

The Importance of Oral History

Too often, the unique experiences that people have had in their lives get lost
otherwise they are never written down or never told as a story from generation to
generation or somehow recorded. It's really a shame because it is one of the best
ways to learn about the history of your own family, community, or how our elders
experienced very important events in our country’s past. Recording oral history
can connect you with the past as you take on the role of a detective searching for
clues and information to discover and unlock history’s puzzles.

Recording Oral History

There are various ways of recording oral history, including tape recorders, video
cameras, and written notes detailing past experiences. In this exercise, you will be
using a digital voice recorder/camera in your classroom to practice and get some
experience recording oral history.

Procedures:
Step 1. Divide the class into groups of two.

Step 2. Pick a topic.
Refer to the book Heaven Is a Beautiful Place and the selected sections
(see page 4) and choose one to begin your oral history practice session.
Working with your partner, take turns reading the selection aloud.

Step 3. Choose your interview questions.

Write down five questions about the reading you chose. They can relate
to dates, places, people, or ideas that you read about. Read the questions
to your partner and use the digital voice recorders to conduct an oral-his-
tory interview. You will want to practice asking the question and answer-
ing before you attempt to record the interview. After you have written your
questions, interviewed and recorded your partner, switch and have your
partner write down five new questions and interview you. This time choose
a different selection from the book.

Homework assignment:

Make a list of 10 questions you would like to have answered about life during
the Great Depression. Then search out a relative or friend who lived through

the Great Depression to interview (if this is not possible, interview someone who
heard stories from their parents about life during the Great Depression). Use the
same techniques that you used during the classroom exercise. Make sure to get
some digital photos of the person and any related artifacts that they may have to
share. You will need this interview and photos to complete your post-visit activity!




Huntington Beach: On-Site

Content Area:
Social Studies

Grade Level:
5

Time to Complete:
2 hours

Title of Program:
Atalaya: Voices of the Past

South Carolina State Standards Addressed
Social Studies, United States Studies: 1865
to Present

Standard 5-4: The student will demon-
strate an understanding of the economic
boom-and-bust in America in the 1920s
and 1930s, its resultant political insta-
bility and the subsequent worldwide
response.

Indicators:

5-4.2 - Summarize the stock market
crash of 1929 and the Great Depres-
sion, including economic weakness,
unemployment, failed banks and busi-
nesses, and migration from rural areas.

5-4.3 - Explain the immediate and last-
ing effect on American workers caused
by innovations of the New Deal, includ-
ing the Social Security Act, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the
Civilian Conservation Corps.

Language Arts

5-C1.5 - Demonstrate the ability to give
brief presentations, demonstrations, and
oral reports.

5-C1.8 - Demonstrate the ability to use
visual aids, props, and technology to
support and extend his or her meaning
and enhance his or her oral presenta-
tions.

5-C1.12 - Demonstrate the ability to
conduct interviews and to participate in
reading and writing conferences.

Program Description

During this lesson, students will participate
in a field study to Huntington Beach State
Park to explore Atalaya, the historic winter
home of philanthropist Archer Huntington
and his sculptress wife, Anna Hyatt Hun-
tington. The Huntingtons were a powerful
force in the local community during the
Great Depression, becoming the largest
employers in Georgetown County dur-
ing this time period. They also used the
construction of Atalaya and Brookgreen
Gardens as a training ground for local,
unskilled laborers to provide them with
the tools for successful occupations in the
future.

Students will participate in a “treasure” hunt
through Atalaya, moving through differ-

ent stations where they will learn about the
Great Depression and the New Deal, as
well as about the Huntingtons and Atalaya.

Focus Questions
What was the Great Depression?

What caused the Great Depression?

What was the New Deal?2
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Culminating Assessment

Each student’s completed Atalaya Adven-
ture field study guide will serve as an as-
sessment tool.

Materials/Information/Resources
Each student should have:
* color-coded nametag

* clipboard

* pencil

* Atalaya Adventure Student Field
Study Guide

*  Olympus W-10 Digital Voice Record-
er with built-in digital camera
Each chaperone or teacher should have:
* Atalaya Adventure Teacher Field

Study Guide
* watch
* clipboard
* pencil

* color-coded nametag

Teacher Preparation

Complete steps in “Plan Your Discovery”
and complete the pre-site activity prior to
the field trip.

Make a copy of the Atalaya Adventure stu-
dent field study guide for each student.
Make a copy of the Atalaya Adventure
teacher field study guide for each teacher
and chaperone.

Prior to your arrival at the park, divide the
students into six groups. Different-colored
nametags are a helpful way to keep the
groups together and easily identifiable.
Each group will need to be accompanied
by either a teacher or chaperone. This per-
son will be responsible for keeping the
students on track, resetting the various sta-
tions as the group makes its way through
Atalaya and relocking the door after the
group has completed a station. They will
also need a watch to make sure that each
group stays on schedule. This is imperative
to the success of this program.

Plan to arrive at the park at least 15 min-

utes early if your students will need to use
the restrooms.

Fees for the program should be paid at
the admission booth as you enter the park.
They will accept cash, check or a PO. from
your school. They do not have the ability to
accept credit cards at this time.

Procedures

An interpretive park ranger will meet your
group at the front (beachside) entrance of
Atalaya (follow the sidewalk from the park-
ing lot).

The ranger will provide an introduction to
the program and Atalaya. Then the stu-
dents will divide into their groups and begin
their adventure.

The ranger will give each group an enve-
lope. Inside will be a clue which will lead
each group to their first station. Each sta-
tion should take the groups about 15 min-
utes to complete.

The group must successfully complete

each activity to figure out the room num-
ber where their next station is located and
the four-digit combination needed to gain
access into the locked room. The teacher
or chaperone assigned to each group will
have a secret “cheat sheet” in case the
group gets lost or can not figure out a com-
bination.

The students should bring along their DVR/
digital cameras to record any comments or
inspiration they get while venturing through
Atalaya, as well as collect images that they
could use for their post-site activity.

Please see the Atalaya Adventure Field
Study Guide for more information on the
on-site program.



Huntington Beach: Post-Site

Content Area:
Social Studies

Grade Level:
5

Time to Complete:
1 hour to several class periods

Title of Program:
Atalaya: Voices of the Past

South Carolina State Standards Addressed
Social Studies, United States Studies: 1865
to Present

Standard 5-4: The student will demon-
strate an understanding of the economic
boom-and-bust in America in the 1920s
and 1930s, its resultant political insta-
bility and the subsequent worldwide
response.

Indicators:

5-4.2 - Summarize the stock market
crash of 1929 and the Great Depres-
sion, including economic weakness,
unemployment, failed banks and busi-
nesses, and migration from rural areas.

5-4.3 - Explain the immediate and last-
ing effect on American workers caused
by innovations of the New Deal, includ-
ing the Social Security Act, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, and the
Civilian Conservation Corps.

Language Arts

5-C1.5 - Demonstrate the ability to give
brief presentations, demonstrations, and
oral reports.

5-C1.8 - Demonstrate the ability to use
visual aids, props, and technology to
support and extend his or her meaning
and enhance his or her oral presenta-
tions.

5-C1.12 - Demonstrate the ability to
conduct interviews and to participate in
reading and writing conferences.

Program Description

In the post-site activity, students will use
the oral histories they have collected of the
Great Depression to create a project which
can be shared with the class and submit-
ted to the teacher for evaluation. Here, the
teacher has the flexibility to use several ap-
proaches depending on which works best
with the amount of time and technology
available.
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Focus Questions
What was life like during the Great Depres-
sion?

INIS-1S0d

What caused the Great Depression?

Why are oral histories valuable to the study
of history?

Culminating Assessment

Students will be assessed on either the
computer presentation they prepare and
present to the class or the transcription and
index they prepare from the oral history
they collected.

Materials/Resources
e For this project, the teacher will need:

P 9
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* computer access for their students

* copies of the Olympic Voice Aloum
pre-installed on the computers the
students will be using

* a digital voice recorder

* DVR Quick Start Guide

For this project, each student will need:

* digital voice recorder (DVR), with the
oral history and digital photos they
recorded previously

* USB cable supplied with DVR

®* access to a computer

* paper and pencil

Teacher Preparation

Pre-install the supplied Olympic Voice
Album software onto the computers the
students will be using to prepare their pre-
sentations. You may need to get assistance
from your school’s (or school district’s)
information technology or media specialist.

Look over the digital voice recorder and the
Quick Start Guide to become familiar with
this piece of equipment. A extra DVR has
been included for the teacher’s use.

Procedures

Plan A: the High-Tech Approach

Have the students download the oral his-
tories they collected with the digital voice
recorders into the computer. Do the same
with any digital pictures they collected. (Im-
portant: the Olympus Voice Album software
that came with the digital voice recorders
needs to be preinstalled on the computers).
The sound clips are downloaded as WAV
files and the digital photos are downloaded
as .JPEG files. Using PowerPoint or some
other presentation software, have the stu-
dents put together a slide show presenta-
tion incorporating what they have learned.

Plan B: the Low-Tech Approach

If there are time constraints or access to
computers at school is limited or unavail-
able, have the students transcribe the oral
histories they collected. Note: This can also

be done as a homework assignment. Make
certain that they understand that transcribe
means to write down, word for word, the
voice recordings they have collected. (It is
up to the teacher’s discretion if they wish to
allow the students to paraphrase or other-
wise edit the oral history — just make certain
that they realize that real oral histories are
taken verbatim.) This is traditionally how
oral histories are documented for posterity.

Once the transcription has been accom-
plished, ask the students how researchers in
the future will be able to access and use the
histories that they have collected?

One possible answer is to create an index.
This is an alphabetical list of people, plac-
es, events and objects which are referred to
in the transcription, with the corresponding
page number (and sometimes, paragraph
number) indicating where the reference was
made. This way, researchers can quickly
and easily see what is talked about in an
oral history without having to listen to the
whole recording or reading the entire tran-
scription. Each student should compile an
index of their transcription with at least 15
entries.

Finally, have the students present an oral
report on what they learned about the
Great Depression from doing their oral his-
tory project.

Extension

Have students go to the Library of Congress
web site American Life Histories: Manscripts
from the Federal Writers’ Project ( hitp://lc-
web?2.loc.gov/wpaintro/wpahome.html),
which contains WPA Life Histories collected
during the Great Depression from 24
states, including many from South Caro-
lina.

These life histories were written by the staff
of the Folklore Project of the Federal Writ-
ers’ Project for the U.S. Works Progress (lat-



er Work Projects) Administration (WPA) from
1936-1940. The Library of Congress col-
lection includes 2,900 documents from the
10,000 collected by more than 300 writers.
Typically 2,000-15,000 words in length, the
documents consist of drafts and revisions,
varying in form from narrative to dialogue
to report to case history. The histories
describe the informant’s (the person being
interviewed) family education, income, oc-
cupation, political views, religion and mo-
res, medical needs, diet, and miscellaneous
observations. Please note: pseudonyms, or
fake names, are often substituted for indi-
viduals and places named in the narrative
texts to protect individual privacy.

This web site can be searched by either
state or keyword. Have the students search
out a manuscript from South Caroling;
there are 170 to choose from. They may
select one of several selections written by
Sister Peterkin’s mother, Genevieve Willcox
Chandler, or another one from the general
area. Most of the manuscripts in this sec-
tion fall into the Writer’s Project categories
of Afro-American Life or Beliefs and Cus-
toms — and include some spooky ghost sto-
ries as welll Try to have each student pick a
different manuscript.

Once the students have selected a story,
have them write a brief report on it to share
with the class.
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